October 19, 2020

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING
Ms. Gloria Norwood
Lead Contracting Officer
Defense Information Systems Agency
6910 Cooper Avenue
Fort Meade, Maryland 20755
RE:

Defense Spectrum Sharing Request for Information

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce appreciates the opportunity to provide comment on the
Department of Defense’s (“DOD”) request for information (“RFI”)1 on defense spectrum sharing
and cautions against the development of infrastructure that would amount to a nationalized 5G
network or efforts as previously proposed by Rivada and others. America’s private-sector led
communications networks have made us the world leader, especially during the COVID-19
pandemic. The Chamber calls on DOD to refrain from developing a network that competes
against the private sector, which is already working to deploy secure 5G across the country.
Private investment in America’s broadband networks have enabled world leading
network capacity despite the massive shift to online work, school, and commerce. While
regulators and network operators in other countries requested that network traffic be slowed to
address congestion concerns, the FCC’s private-investment centered approach helped foster
America’s network resiliency.2 Government’s role should encourage a robust private sector
which has contributed to America’s broadband success story. Since 1996, American
communications companies have invested more than $1.7 trillion dollars in capital investment.3
These same providers are now relying on billions in investments they have already made to build
out America’s 5G networks.4
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We encourage DOD to avoid establishing a nationalized or wholesale communications
network that could compete with the private sector. For example, on a smaller scale, subsidizing
municipal broadband networks can crowd out private investment.5 It is unclear how any such
nationalized network would be more timely, more secure, more efficient, and less costly than the
5G networks that are being deployed by the private sector. On a larger scale, Congress and the
Administration should not develop competitors to the private sector such as the creation of a
nationalized 5G network.6
A nationalization or wholesale network administered by DOD would erode certainty for
companies that have already made significant investment in communications infrastructure, and
thereby damage the nation’s competitiveness. A government-run 5G network would devalue the
spectrum granted and paid for with significant expense to wireless companies and discourage
further private expenditures.
Not only does the business community object to a federally subsidized competitor to
private communications network, there is bipartisan consensus that such an approach is faulty.
For example, President Trump stated that “[i]n the United States our approach is private-sector
driven and private-sector led. The government doesn’t have to spend lots of money. Leading
through the government, it won’t be nearly as good, nearly as fast.”7
The Democratic leadership of the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s key
technology committees, Representatives Frank Pallone and Mike Doyle, have also vocalized that
“[t]he Department of Defense’s RFI on the creation of a government-owned and operated 5G
network will do nothing but slow the deployment of this critical technology.”8 Federal
Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai and the senior Democratic Commissioner
Jessica Rosenworcel have also criticized an approach that embraces government-constructed 5G
communications networks.9
The Chamber encourages DOD to work with the private sector in ways that are
collaborative—not competitive—including strategies such as spectrum sharing when
appropriate, and leveraging private industry investment in infrastructure and spectrum to address
connectivity needs. We additionally request that DOD not issue any requests for proposal
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pertaining to the developing of a nationwide 5G network. America’s carriers, well on their way
to three nationwide networks, with a fourth planned, are deploying 5G and will do it much more
quickly and efficiently than an attempt by DOD to build one from the ground up.
For America to reap the benefits it did from 4G leadership, including $100 billion in
additional GDP10, it must rely on the ingenuity and investment of the nation’s private technology
and communications companies. Free enterprise is what separates America from its primary 5G
rivals and it is what will enable it to remain the world’s technology leader.
Sincerely,

Jordan Crenshaw
Executive Director & Policy Counsel
Chamber Technology Engagement Center
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